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eAnd he ſazd (to Eliah) come ont and ſtand upon the Mount 
huh the Lord, And bebold the Lord went by, and a aighty 

wind rent che Mountaines and brake the Rocks beſerd? a 

oh: From che Lord wainotsn the wind, and: after the Wind 

"Cake i Earth-quakes, but the Dora Way .n0t in the Earths 
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nake Came fire, but the Lord was not 
inthe fire, andafter the firepam:. 6 [till and ſoft woice,.. Ard 


hen E liah heardit, he coveret y Yr face Witha Mantle, —_ 


F PI 
— _ _ 
! WY - "Bae . 
a , , 
$ 1 . 
* a” - ” 


: 
: 


MII FHRHoro mp Hramreaaaganl 


- Printed in the Ya; 1 I 84 7- 


, 4 3s." 
5 Pg w-] a7 FF yo 
( : uf m5 E 1 
. S as $Y 
£4 


| OPAL 1 >: 


L- «55 
ent hp HE. 
** MIR NEE. xt: 
Fe 5 SEES 
x AS 


3:5 
: > 
* 
oC 
i450 
"> 
. IS 
908 
By 
"M4 
< Ads 
* 
4 
_ 
4 86 


as 


; 


6 


* 
ay 


ic GEE AE 2 OP 4 M4; 


(3) = 
Et ties GS 
SO CO I ISSSBALSBOBASD LEREALYS 

EE entry 


A Still and Sofc Voice. 


2429, 9 hewho is arrived. to the full age of 
TIA a man, and ſcriodfly conſiders, the 

ary feverall paſſages and progreſle of 
his fore paſt life : what he did or 
underftood, when he was a child, 

a youth, a young 'man;'' 1 miecre. 
man, or before he came to be adviſed, and toconfi- 
der all things by trze rales of reaſon : is beſt able to 

deale with every on* in every age and condition, to 

ſhew them their vanity, ignorance and miſtakings : 

and to point them out the parh of vertue. Experience 

making the beſt Schoole-maſter in things natural! 

and morall- 

Even ſo isit in Religion, he only can beſt judge, 
adviſe and counſell others, who hath obſerved and 
moſt ſerioufly conſidered the ſeverall paſſages and pro 
greſle of his owne knowledge in things divine : yet 
who are ſo forward to judge and comptrole there- 
in, as meere {matterers and fuch as have leaſt experi. 
ENCEC. 

I ſuppoſe it will be acknowledged, by all experi- 
enced Chriſtians, thatthe greateſtnumber of men 
and women in the world, are drawne into the confi- 
deration and Practice of Religion, by education, and 
cuſtome of the place where they are bred : and that 

H 2 EE. 
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(4) 
many never have any other foundation, nor motive 
to continue - therein, then the repuration it brings 
chem: all-exher religions or wayeSof worſhip being 
diſcountenancedandourof credic ;:;ſuch as theſe are 
Champions for whats in faſhjon : ever running 

with the ſtreame, and crying downe all contrary 
minded ; Yox popal:, Fox dei, the Major voice (then 
which nothing is more. uncertain in Religion) is 
to theje as the voice of God: .and when they are 
zcalous for vulgar opinions they thinke they are zea- 
lous for God and his truth : whea they revile, abuſe, 
and hale men before the Magiſtrates, and even kill 
and deſtroy them, they think they doe God good 
ſervice : being zealous of the traditions of the times : 
for though truth ſhould be publickly profeſſed : 
yet toſuchas hold it only by education and cuſtome: 
it is in them traditional], and they arenor truly reli- 
gious z but meere morrall chriſtians : utrer- 
ly ignorrant of the cleare Heavenly brightneſle, ins 
herent, in pure and undefiled Religion. 

But though ir be evident, that there are too too 
many, who hold their religion, on this fraile foun- 
dation, yet it is very comfortable to be- 
hold, the ſincerity of multitudes of good people 
in our dayes : who; not. content to. poſleſſe their | 
knowledg in a traditionall way: doe accuſtome them- ' 
ſelves to try and examine all things . | 

Yet aSitis a hard thing unto men, bred fo vainly | 


as moſt men are, tokeepe the golden meanc, in | 
- naturall or morrall Reformations : ſo is it difficult | 


eo preſerye from extreames, in matters of religion, | 
the reaſon is, becauſe in our tryalls and examinati- | 
ONs 

S: 


* 
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# (#9) 

| ons, we have not that hcedfull care, which is abſo- 

| Iutely neccffary, to free our Judgments from 4bſur- 

| dyes or improper things: common ard uvigat argu- 

) ments catching faſt hold upon us too ſuddenly ; 
Jhd ſo we engage over violently, averring and main- 

; tayning withour giving due time to our confide. 


| ration ro worke and debate it ſelfe into neceſſary 
; concluſions. 


The firſt ſort of theſe religious perſons : are dead- 
ly enemies to examination andtryall of things, we 


| ( ſay they) are not fit toJudge ot theſe matters »e 
| ſutorultra crepidam,is commonly in their mouthes:#he 
| Cobler ought not togoe beyond his laſt: what are the lear- 


ned for, if theſe high things fall within the compaſle 


; of ourcapacities, why chuſe wee wiſe and juditi- 
| ous nien, more ablerhen our ſelves, but to reforme, 
| and ſettle Religion: if you drawthem intoany diſ- 
| courſe,and endeavour to ſhew them their weakenefſle, 
| their only aimeis how to entrap you, inyour 


| words, andifit be poffible to make you obnoctious 


| toauthority. 


If their ignorance and ſuperſtition appeare ſo 


| groſle and palpable, that (in loving tea1mes. and for 
| their beiter information, ) you demand bow they 
| come to know there is a God, or that the ſcriptures 
are the word of God : their common anſwer is, doe 
| youdeny them : it ſeemes you doe * otherwiſe why doe you 
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? 
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| 


| Athieft, that youdeny there is a God, and deny the 


| askeſuch gueſtions ? if they offer to proove by ſome 


common received argument: and you ſhewthe 
weakeneſle thereof : they'le goe nigh to tell youto. 
your face, and report for certaine behind your 
back, to all they know, or can know, that youare an 


Scriptures 


(Ss) | 
Fcciptures to be the word,of God : nor. doe they | 
hate any ſort of men ſo much, as thoſe who are #- | 
-quiſitive after knowledpe', judgeing them as buſte bo. | 
dyes, men ofunquiet ſpirits, that know not when 
they are well, or when they have ſufficient : fortheir / 
parts, they are conſtant in one, for the ſubſtance, | 
cheir principles are not of yeſterday but of many | 
yeares ſtanding: and the moſt learned and wileare. | 
of their way, and why ſhould not others beas well |, 
content as they, is it fir (ſay they) _ that every one |; 
ſhould follw his owne underſtanding in the wors- | ; 
ſhip of God; wee ſee what comes-of it z when.men | j 
once forſake the beaten Road ( the Kings high way) ! ; 
in Religion, into how many by-paches, doe they | | 
runne, nay, whether would they not runne, if our |e 
care were not to hedg and keepe them in. | 
And thus ignorance becomes many times Judge | { 
of knowledge : and the moſt grofle and {lothfull; | n 
comptroler of the moſt aCtive in Religion, C 
. Ofthis ſort of men thereare very many ; and they | c 
are made very much uſe of by worldly Pollititians , | /: 
who have found by conftant experience, that ſu. | © 
perſtition isthe eafteſt meanes to lead a multirude, 
this way, or that way as their occaſions and purpoſes| tx 
may require, and on the contrary, that true Reli-}Jar 
gion is in itſelfe as oppſire to their unjuſt ends, as}ſo 
!tis to ſuperſtition and therefore if they obſervejar 
any man whoout ofthe principles of true Religionl}ly 
oppoſcth their ends; at him they letlooſe thele ignor-ve 
antand morrall chriſtians,furniſh them wich reproach-fo 
full tales, and fal hoods, againſt him, call him- A 
thieſt Infidell, Heritick, Sciſmatick, ay thing: whichkiJu, 
Is as eagerly effected, as wickedly deviled : and howpig 
to ſtop theſe mens mouthes is in my apprehentic 
of 
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(7Y 
'Y. | noleſſea worke then to make white a Blackamore; 
#- | Thoſe others whoare ſtartled intheir conſcienc- 
= | es, and rouſed by the word of God, our of this world- 
en | ly.way of rcligion, or: running withthe ſtreame, it is - 
it. | a hard: marter ro hold them to a dve pace, in the per. 
e3 | ſute of neceſſary knowledge ortokecpe them to a prop. 
ly | per Methed, or to obraine this of them, that they re- 
re, | ceive nothing as atrath, which they ſee admiteth of an 
Il 9bſurdiy. 
Ne | Bur having brokelooſe from the bands of eauca- 
T- | ted and cuſtomary religion, through neceſſity of con- 
en | ſcience, ahd being anew to begin, they are apt haſtily- 
Y) | 20 take in, that which is firſt offered with any reſem- 
cy | blance of truth, and ſoin an inſtant, fall into new 
ur |entanglements.. 

| Forifhaſt, make waſt in any thing, it is inpur- 
ge | ſure after knowledge : and though everyconfiderate 
Il; | mans <xperience findeth this atruth : though it be. 
| confeſt by all, that there is nothing of greatet con- 
ey | cernment to man, . then theirwth of his Divine know: 
$ , | ledge: though nothing doth more diſturb the minde. 
u- | of man, then error and miſtakeing in religion . 
le,] Yetistherenotany thing wherein men : proceed 
{ more irregularly, or moreimpatiently : either they. 
[1-]are over raſhand ſudden or over fearful], and irre.. 
aS/ ſolutes they approach all diſcourſe with prejudice, 
vejanda mind diftempered, ſearching nothing through-- 
only or orderly, but content themſelyes with an 0. 
Oreiverly examination, and (in my.apprehention)are nor - 
:h-fſo difingenious in anything, as in religion : willingly- 
Azrefigning and forfeiting their underſtandings, . and: 
ichJudgments, at a cheap rate then Eſaudid his/Birth-- 
owright.: and ſo continue very long ( not truly religious, , 
1C | v : >} BY wi £2 not: 


= (8) 
| but) ſuperſtitious men, alwayes amazed: neither 
remembring what themſelves or others ſpeake: he 


that once oppoſeth them, hath a Wolfe by the cares, | 


hee can neither ſpeake, nor hold his peacc, withour 
damage, they take alltchings'in the worſt: ſence 
figb, lamear, pitty, orcenſure, all that ſuces nor 
with their opinionor pratice : and talk or report of, 
any man, any thing tharcomes in their imaginations; 
thoſe that come behind them in knowledge; are car- 
nall - thoſe before them deſperate And therefore it 
may be very profitable; that the differences betwene 
true Religion and ſuperſtition, be made knowne #0 


theſe times, more fully thanitis, the one being com- | 


monly taken for the other. 


Now both are beſt knowne by their eff. Qs: fortrue | 


Religion ſerleth aman in peace and reſt: makes him 
like unto th2 Angels, alwayes praiſing God and ſay 
ing Glory to God on High, incarth peace, Good 
willtowards men, it is ever provided with good in- 
rencions and good defires,maketh the beſt conſtruci- 
on indoubtfull caſes, ſee how true Chriſtian love is 
deſcribed-by the Apoſtle in the 13. tothe Corinths. 
and that is the zrue Religious mans CharaRer. | 

On the contrary, ſuperſtition troubleth and makes 
2 man wilde, a ſuperſtitious man ſuffereth neither 
God nor man to live peace, (as one well obſeryeth 
from experience) heaprehendeth God, as one anx- 
10s, ſpitcfull, hardly contented eafily moved, with 
difficulty appeaſed, examining our aRions afterthe 
human faſhion ofa ſevere Judge,that watchech our 


| 


ſteps, which hee prooveth true by his manner of ſer. 
ving him, hee trembleth for feare is never ſecure, 
fearing he never doth well, and that | he hath lefe 


ſomething 4: 


was :”- —_- IP 
_ fome thing undane,' by omiſſion whegof,/ all. isrearch I 


thing that he hathdone. $1.12) 2113 gm 
' But generally now a'dayes, (contrary to former the 
ſuperſtitious mans devotion'cofts him licle, he hath faquick 
worldly witin his zeale, asto ſave his purſe, hotand- fiery 
agaioſt hereſie and blasphemy, (which are titles he freely be- 
ſtowes onall opinions, contraty to his own, truegr falle ), 
he will courſe his poor neighbour out of all he hath, yea'out 
of the Nation, if be can not courſe him i2te his epinian: and 
allu on pretence of doing God ſervice and for thegood of 
his {qulc.. df -enflant it: 26 
As.for-hishody, or .cltate, thats no part of his ere; hee is 
nat ſo haſty to runn into his poore neighbours houle, toſce 
what is wanting there, hee may ly upon a bed, ar no bed; co- 
vering or no covering, be ftaryed Coraghacid and hunger, 
over burthened with labour, be fick, lame or diſcaſed;and all 
this 1trqubles. hg 59 lupecſtitious'mans:(nor tlic miorall 
Chriſtians) Conſcience :he may. through wantand nbenfſjcy 
goe into what priſon. he will, and; ly: and: roreiabds ftarve 
chere: andcheſe kind. of Religious | peopleare: nothalfa-ſs 
much. moyed at it, 3. if. he goeto another Churther con- 
gregation, then whatthey approove:1 if hee; Hotfa; tipftares 
their-zcale ; and after him, . watch,; ſpy,--accuſc and*. in- 


oy = 


| forme:andallfor the: goodothis {onle + and for the. Gloryof 


God. tne 41 79436 >. I LOAN 51 1 $ITOV 1s, 
One would not. think it- wereipoſſible) man. icould be fo 
blind, or ſo inconfiderate as to icumagin, that God yanlid be 


| thus mocked, thus madly ſeryed, conerary to thewhole re- 


nar of the Scriptures, but ſuch gre thecficdisad cxinrartd;ciiſe 


| tomar or ſuperſtitions Religions: f 45y 404 316 2877113 9! T102J 


hift the effeRts of puze and unde filed. Religion; arcane. 


| ther thing ; as Feeding rhe hungry, Cloathing the naked, Vis 
ef!) ring the. ick, tha Bicherla 6. the YWiddoyes and Prifa, 
1 t "$3.4 yu ACTS 
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_— 4s becometh the Goſpell of Chriſt: 


-ners: and in all thing 
left Baggs: and pluck downe the high- 


ir will empty the 
elt plumes;.* 
/ And whoever ſerveth God fincerely in this Religion, ſhall | 
be knowne by . his fraites : his light ſhall ſo ſhine before ' 
men, that they ſzeing his good Workes, ſhall Glorify our Fa- 
ther which is in heaven. 

Burof theſe there are few to bee found ; and as few that 
truly labour, to reclaime thofe many thouſands of miſerable 
people that are drencht all their life lohg in groffe ignorance, 
and notorious loathſome wickednefle : Tet there & joy in hea» 
wen over one ſinner that repenteth, more then for nintty nine juſt | 
perſons that need no repentance * Why talke wee ſo much of 
Chriſtianity, holineſſe, andſaiotſhip, whilſt wee negleR the 
loſt ſheep, or rhexecovery of obr brethren from thoſe Errory | 
of their wayes. - 7 LALLY =Y 
j\;:The plain truths; this grofſe negleRofknown duty here- | 
in,'and:the generall eagerneſſe inthe lefle neceſſary parts of | 
zeale and devotion; manifeſtcth rhe wor/tis not ſubdued; that 
chere is lictle ſelfe-deniall, litrle of pare and undefiled Reli- | 


Sion as yet inthe world: men contentthemſelves with forms : 


of godlineſſe; but are regardleffe ofthe power thereot. | 
.: And therefore l have been the lefſe troubled in my ſelfe , 
for the hard meaſure I have found: amidſt fo great a mixture : 
of worldlineſſe, ignorance , and ſuperſtitious zeale, why ' 
ſhould onelooke for much” ingentity, theſe times have bur | 
caſt an eye towards the meteriall parts of true Chriſtianity : | | 
Ir isnor yet knowne what it is, in its excellency, the end and | 
iſſue thereof, is too good to bee deſerved, or difcerved, by a ! 
people that are not yet broad awake, they ftrike him that: 
brings them more light ; then they can well endure. © | 
Allthe evill and reproach I have ſuffered, hath beeneby | 
occation of myforwardnefſe co do othersgood: my freenefle] ].. 


—_— ES. 

in diſcourſe, thoygh harmelcfle in'it ſelfe, and intended" to; 

good, hath been peryerted, miſconſtrued, and made uſe of to 
my prejudice. 

Faccomptnothing more vain, then to diſcourſe meerly for 
diſcourſe fake,nay,it is painfull and irckſome to me, to heare 
a difcourſerhat 1s not really neceſſary and uſefull, nordoeT 
know,that I have ever purpoſcly ſer my ſelf ro debate aty ſ{c- 
rious marter,flighcly orcareleſſely, though cheercfully, 

And my manneris, whatever isin debate;to ſearch'i tho. 
rowly,being of an opinion, that, what is really true, ſtan $the 
firmer,for being ſhaken: like ahouſethatis built'upon a tock. 

[ have been much troubled, to obſerve men carneſtly ,gn- 
gage to maintaine the ffrongeſt' maximes and Pcs 
weak arguments; the weaktieſſe wheteof Thive « devourc 

ro maviteſt; char T tmightdiſcover the weaknefſ®of fich pra- - 
Qiſes, and to make it evident, that fundamenta1! rruthes ſyp- 
portall chings, and need noſupporters: T hou beareſt at the 
root, bat the root, thee. SEES: 6 

But this my free dealing (with-uncharitable or fi uperſtici- 
ous people) hath found this eyill returne®,they have reported 
me,to deny that there is a God, when I have gnly denyed the 


validity of a weak argument, produced top! C ve that here is 
a God, it beirig too too common to infity PON meere notio- 


— 


I 


-nall itidigeſted arguments: ſo alſo have been moſt unchari- 
-tably/flandered rg deny the'Scripriices ro bee the ware of 
God, becauſe have oppoſed inſnfficienc arguments produ. 
-ced-ro-provethiemſueh: andbectiſcarrhe fame time I have 


refuſed ro ſhew the grounds inducing me co beleeve them. 


| 1 -:Nowithackbeenitylot ro bedriaw! into diſcourſes of 
| © thisnatureforthiemoſtpatrby rtimerons, rypul S,pE pj = 
| | inwhoat)1I-NonediRr6ud a4 10/'Mil npacteALk Fl =, 

'E6neeemar cheHalling of their urgumienrsthiat T have notdil- 
"'cerrg@ any-reaſetita/openmyſelfe at that rime ; yetInever 
Y-.122w7O7 | B 3 


cred TO/mileh\ imparienice ©.2n 


parted 


ea profeſſed that Þ did 


believe, both that there is a God, &thatth 


54 A340 


£6, reGeive, what 1 had: to ſay, touching this matter, their.ap» 


* 


a it. p Me Sodipngs ſo ll ary me,as ſome bad mind; 
d men detire,nor 8s. ſome weak and ſcrupulous men imagio; 
| At chere are [ome ingenious men,with whom 1 have dai- 
there ea Gd, ad the [ doe acknowledge and belceve 


chere isa Gad ,. and. that the Scriptures we-the”Word of 


. Yetthe teſtimony, of men in, this: caſe co-mec is little; .my 
owne conſcience being as athguſand witneſſes, 
 Tharthere.is a God: Idid:neverbelceve'through any con» 
vincing Power L have ever diſcerned by-my: utmoſt confide- * 
ration of 
Bur it is 4# wnexpreſieble power, that,ina forcible manneri con- 
ſraines my underſtanding r0-agktiawiedge and-belceve that 
there is a_ God, and ſo to. beleeve that. am fully perſwaded. 
there Wn confiderat mau inthe world burdath believertbese 
54 Gol. ood antinba; bagore 3:17 wad) 03 b5YiRÞ1 
. And, That the, Scriptures «re the Word of God, | ſhall clear! 
makethe ſame profefſion,. That I haye not beleeyed them 6 
0 be, by force of any, argumensI-bave.evenheardos read, 1 
rather find by experience, moſt, if notallargumeprs, produ- 
ced inprejudice thereof : (Arty. argyment,:and,compuliive 


any natural argument orxeafon Leverhard orread: |: 


$ powcr, y fy 


Fn 


| | (15): ) | 
| poiyeryv5a this caſetiolding reſemblance: wirkthe migh 
| aan wind, the Earth. quake and fire, diſtracting, abr A 


| and fcorching:the minds of men)bur I belceve them through 


Kut, 
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at.irrcfiftible perſwaſtve power that from within them (like 
uero the foft-ſtilbvoyce-wherein God was )harhpierced my 
judgmentandaffe@ioninſuch fort, that withaboundance of 
joy and gladneſle I beleeve,and-in beleeving have that Peace 
which paſſeth all utterance or expreſſion; and which hath ap 
peared unta me after ſo many ſad-conflics of a diſtrated 
conſcience, and wounded ſpirit, that it-isto me a heaven vp- 
oncarth: It being\now long finte, I-blefle God; thar. L.can:; 
truly ſay, My heart is fixed, O God, my heart « fixed, Inillfing. 


| &ndgivepraiſe: In other teſpeRs, 1 conceivethe moſt boly 


uponearth,.if they give partial 'eare ta; this voyce; will. 
findenocauſe to boaſtorto- finde fault with 'others;' buras' 


| Eliahtocover their faces with amantle. 7 


And truly were it notthat too too many pretenders ts Re. 
Ugion, are overaptto receive: falſe reparts (which is a moſt 


uncharicable diſpoſition) andover: prone: to make tho worſt: 


copſtruQion; -which-is altogether unchriſtian, fit had {beene 
impoſſible for aty-Jto.have abuſed me in theſe or any other: 


reſpects. . _ : | 
|; >zRnvit will.beneefull for all-ſuch, ſcriouſly to Jay:tothearc, 


hat they axighit to do as they would be done unto 'in all things,thas 
e mba ſeermeth to. bee religious and bridles not hi tongue, that 
ans religion is Vane; | TY Hoyrr a, 

| Thathe'whoiboaſteth #0 belceve God,and the: Scriptures to: 
(the (Ward af 60d, and .gloticth'in hisabilityof expoſition 
hereof: yerapplieth it tothe diſcovery ofa moreinhis bro. 
kerseye, rather thena beame in his own : he whoſe expre[> 
ofsand actions do.demonſtracte bim tofay within himſelfe,, 
Lord Ithank theed. aw trot-.av other men,extertieners;unjuſt adul 


Ferers, mera tan Publican; Thisman whoever hebe, isnot 


B 3 yet: 


| 3. + SENONS 
yet igor througlythelelſon of che Phariſies; chat were wiſe i8 
their. owne eyes, and'deſpiſedothers; hen ht? 
Bur it would be much more: profitable to ſociety and |! 
good | neighbourhood chat chere were a more--exact ac» | 
compt taken | by :every man of his owne wayes; it is verily | 
rhoughtmoſt men'neede nor goeabroad for wantof work, if 
either pride;coveroufneſle, backbiring, unreaſonable jealofy, 
vanity of 'minde, dorage upon ſuperfluitics'? with hard heart- 
edneffero the poore : were thought worthy of Reformation, 
- Tobe zealous in lipp;ſervice,or to exprefie our devotion,in 
cenſuring of athers, yeelds neither honour ro God, nor good to | | 
man. \S vt 11:25] 
Who were more blinde; then thoſe who ſaid are wee blind, | ' 
alfoe the Angelb ofthe Church of Lacdicea, boaſted thar he ; 
was tith, .and increafed® with goodsand had nrede of nathing : 
and knew not that he'was wretched, and miſſerable and poor and 
blind avd naked. © la 
Wece have many now a dayes, who are de#bly unjuſt and 1 
thinke nor of-it: they are partial} and favourable incxaming b, 
wgand corcing'of themſelves :and ſevere rowards others] 
whenas they ought tobe ſevere towards themſelves : and . 
favourable rowards others. $2951 P 
* And'iris' @fault'nor cafily mended 5 it:requires agreater] 
poweroftrue: religion ro doe it,” then the moſthavesyet©* 
atraiued,if onemyy judge by the Fruices: and thereforeiewilſ 
be gaod for every one to ncegleR that whictris behinde,and”* 
ro priſe forward rothe'marke, for the priceotthe high Call*P 
ing 'of :God whichis ia Jeſus: Chrilt » cither\renoinceth@2 
Nume,'or ler: your practice demonſtrate, that yoware'! 
Chriſtian. (i, 54 £54 2/7 1 | an amen ary 
. Hee who igreedily-:receiverhia bard-reporvobihisi acipt 
bour, is nc providet ofcharieibleandiovinyohonhics ws-h 
ought ; atid ifherepertanyevill, brfote hebe.deraine of ch 
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ON” AF) RE, 
truth thereof, hee is a ſlanderer ;and when hee iscertaige iris 
erve, if he report Tt with delighr, it argue$him'6f alice; 76 

He who is glad of his neighbours defamation, would'not' 
be ſoryat his ruine : a flanderer would be a murderer bur for 
feare': and rnerefore, every honeft vertuous religious man 
ſhould fhun a flandercr, as he would ſhun a Serpent, © 

And thus having ſaid enough to fieemy ſelf from this (lan. 
der (if religious people will but ſtudy ingenuity, which bath 
Been too much wanting among ft them) the whole courſe of 
my aRions, writings and diſcourſes, evidencing the contrary 
toallthar chroughly know me;and this my profcſhon'buing 
added-to!ſatisfic thoſe that know me but by hearſay : 7 have 
done: judging it aſmall thing tobe judged « fany, or of mans 
judgement ; Whoart theu that judgeſt another mans ſervant, to 
his owne maſter, hee ſlanderh or falleth. & 

The liberry of'my native Country, and the freedome of 
all conſciencious people hath been, and ſtill is pretious in my 
cſteeme: nor ſhall I be diſcouraged (by any the unworthy 
ſlahders caſt upon me) from a juſt and due proſecution of 
both, accofding to my place and calling : I ſhall make bo/d 


#9 deceive the deceiver and his inſtruments therein : I ſhould be 


glad to ſee the Educated and cuſtomary moral{ Chriftians 
become Chriftians indeed, and ceaſe to perſecute:: I ſhould 


, Jexceedingly rejoyce to fee the fuperſtirious, become really 


religions,and ro ſee babes; become ſtrong men in Chriſt,and 
1bend their endeyours ro deliver the captive, and ſer the 


jppreſſed free, to reclaime the vicious, and to labour the ſa- 


vying of the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Zngland: To ſee Cha- 


'Fity abonnd; andaltenyy, malice, arid:worldly mindedneſſe 


re 


_— ;goccaſe for cver, and not to be named amongſt us,as becom- 


. .Fneth $4ints indeed: to ſeeall men ingenious, loving, fricnd- 
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y and tender-hearred one rowards another: but I muſt nei- 
ber be filent,nor ſlothfulttill Tſeeir,nor ſorow as one with- 
one 


wwthope af {{eiog it: but theov 


16). | FIY 
ghevill report, and good re- 
porr,do my dury* patiently ekpeAing a good iſſuc? laboring 
taall;cſtaces to.be Content; knowing there is no tempration | 
hath-raken hold upon others, but may befall unto me. Inthe | 


mean time, kgowing all terceſtrialk ings to be but, yainand * 
rranfitory, mſ{chicteſt comforc is)TharI deſire to. know Nox | 


thingſeve Jeſus Chriſt aud him crucified: accounting all. things | 
as lofſe and. dung, that I may be found in Chriſt,cor having, | 
my own righteoutneſſe which is of the Law, but che righte- / 
oulneſle which is of God in him. - Pe 

I have no quarrell to any man,cither for unbelecte ormil-. | 
beleefe, becauſe T judge no.man beleeverh any'thing,byr what. | 
he cannot chooſe bur beleeve; it is mifery enough ro want, 
the comfort of true. beleeying, and Þ judge the molt. convin-. 
cing argument thatany man can hold farghunto anarher, to\; 
provehimlzlte, a; true ſincere, beleever, .15-;to; praRiſetorhe | 
«ttermoſt thar which: his faith. binds: him unto; more of the.) 
deeds of Chriſtians, | and fewer ofthe arguments would doea : 
great deale more good to the eſtabliſhing of. thoſe char ſtag-)/ 
ger.; It being nor the leaves. bur the fruze that nowriſhegh.gnd! 
carrieth the ſeed with it, Shew me thy faith by thy workes;i! 
If Ihavedtf faith and haye got love, l am as founding buafſe,” 
or as atinckling cymball, if faich worke, it workes þy loye.: 
Letusall ge 1 hence-forth walk in love, cyen as. Chriſt; 
hath loved, and hath given himſelfcan offering and.g acti»: 
fice for 'us.: to whom bee glory and dominign forever, 
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